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attacked by a Hindu while killing a cow inside his own house?
In all these three instances there is no time to wait for the law
to take its course. What then should those individuals do?
If they can peacefully face death, there is no better way
out. Even the pancha is an inferior alternative. But not many
can make such a sacrifice. Should one then run away? That
is a sign of cowardice. So, ordinarily, there remains only one way
out. Everyone in such a situation finds the means of self-defence
by exchanging blows. Under a well-organized government each
individual does have, and should have, this right.
However, such occasions arise only rarely. The chances of
a good person being put to such a test are one in a hundred. The
common experience is that God does not put to test the person who
remains peaceful. On impartial consideration we shall find that
in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, both the parties are to a
greater or less extent responsible for the resulting violence. In all
such instances, even one party can, if it wishes to, remain free
from blame. And here, the one who remains blameless is the
victor.
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